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African History

1. The hero is born to a youthful mother significantly younger than her husband

Sundiata Epic
Sundiata's mother Sogolon was described as a 'young girl' when she married King Maghan as his second wife. The King had been "reigning many years" and already had an 8-year-old son. Sundiata was conceived shortly after the marriage of his parents. 1 

2. The marriage of the hero's parents was precipitated by the prophecy of their future son's greatness

Sundiata Epic
A hunter visiting Maghan's court prophesied of the arrival of Sogolon, saying "This is the woman you must marry, sire, for she will be the mother of him who will make the name of Mali immortal forever." The marriage would not have occured otherwise, for Sogolon was hideously ugly. 3 

3. The hero's father dies while the hero is still a child

Sundiata Epic
King Maghan passed away when Sundiata was seven. 5 

4. The hero is the heir to the throne but leaves his kingdom and goes into exile so as not to become the target of his enemy's sorcery

Sundiata Epic
Sundiata was the designated heir but the kingship was usurped by his older half-brother after their father's death. Knowing that the Queen Mother would use sorcery to harm Sundiata's younger siblings, Sundiata's mother and her children left Mali. 7 

5. The hero's mother dies before seeing her son on the throne

Sundiata Epic
Before Sundiata's war on Soumaoro, Sundiata's mother Sogolon passed away while in exile in Mema. 9 

6. The hero's kingdom is threatened by a powerful sorcerer bent on world domination

Sundiata Epic
Soumaoro, the sorcerer-king of Sosso, was described as "an evil demon" whose reign "produced nothing but bloodshed". He ruled over a 'vast empire' and 'defied the whole world'. Already a king of many kings, he sought to take Mali by force.11 

7. The sorcerer had under his control 9 dead/undead kings

Sundiata Epic
Soumaoro had "defeated nine kings whose heads served him as fetishes in his macabre chamber".13 

8. The sorcerer's stronghold is a tower

Sundiata Epic
Soumaoro lived in the highest storey of a tower in the middle of his stronghold Sosso, which he fortified with a triple curtain wall.15 

9. The sorcerer is closely associated with the art of smithing

Sundiata Epic
Soumaoro's followers were smiths - Sosso was "the city of smiths skilled in wielding the spear". 17 

10. The sorcerer is almost invincible; his sole vulnerability lies in one magic object

Sundiata Epic
Soumaoro's flesh was inpenetrable and therefore he couldn't be killed in battle. The only thing that could destroy his supernatural powers was his 'tana' - the spur of a white cock. 19 

11. The hero forges an alliance of different kingdoms to overthrow the sorcerer

Sundiata Epic
The armies of Mema, Wagadou and Tabon formed Sundiata's first allied force against Soumaoro. They were later joined by other kingdoms.21 

12. The sorcerer was defeated by a combination of external forces assaulting his armies and an infiltrator inside his stronghold

Sundiata Epic
Nana Triban, daughter of Sassouma and the half-sister of Sundiata, was sent to Sosso to be one of Soumaoro's numerous wives. She gained the confidence of the sorcerer-king and drew from him the secret of his power. Nana Triban later escaped Sosso and fled to her brother Sundiata. Using the information she gave him, Sundiata prepared a magic arrow tipped with Soumaoro's tana which he used to defeat the sorcerer in battle. With the defeat of their king, Soumaoro's forces were routed.22 

13. The hero-king reinstates his allies to their kingdoms

Sundiata Epic
After the allied victory, 12 kings struck their spears into the ground before Sundiata, acknowledging him as their Emperor. Sundiata pulled each of the spears out of the ground in turn, presenting the spear to its owner with the proclamation, "I give you back your kingdom, king of ..."24 
