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HISTORY DEPARTMENT
BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY

Syllabus
Values in Conflict in the 20th Century
=======================================================================================================================
42-210-01                                                                                                                                                   Dr. Walter Howard
Values in Conflict                                                                                                                                              Summer 2011 
OSH 113                                                                                                                                                        M-TH  3:20-5pm
Instructor's Office: OSH 114
Office Phone: 389-4863/e-mail whoward@bloomu.edu
Office Hours: M-TH: 12noon to  1:30pm
Course Website: http://facstaff.bloomu.edu/whoward/

=========================================================================================================================================
Recommended Textbooks: Available Online
1. Rebecca Jackson, The 1960s: A Bibliography http://www.public.iastate.edu/~rjackson/webbibl.html 
2. Sixties Project: Primary Document Archive http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/sixties/HTML_docs/Resources/Primary.html
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Course Description
     Presents select American conflicts in the 1960s involving values of the individual and the civilization; resolutions achieved are reviewed and evaluated. The selection of conflicts varies each semester. Three hours lecture per week. This course is approved as a Diversity General Education Course/This course approved as 3 credits of Values, Ethics and Responsible Decision Making toward general education requirements/This course counts as a Group A, Humanities and The Arts General Education Requirements.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Methods
     An examination will be made in essentially chronological fashion of the significant political, social, and cultural events of the period under study.  The lecture-discussion method of instruction will be used.  Special emphasis will be placed on critical analysis through class discussions.
     Consider what you learn by [1] reading your texts and by [2] attending class lectures and taking comprehensive notes as two different “learning formats” and as two pieces of the puzzle that complement each other in the learning process. In other words, I am not teaching you the textbook, and the textbook is not replacing what I do in the classroom.
      Please have the assigned readings, given by the instructor in class, completed on time.  Doing so will enable you to understand the corresponding lectures more fully, provide you the chance to ask more informed questions, and allow you to participate in any relevant discussions.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goals and Objectives
      The primary objective of this class will be to encourage students to ask and answer questions about the varied events, cultures, and ideologies that contributed to the historical development of the United States.  Historical facts provide an essential foundation for understanding the basic trends and issues of the past.  Furthermore, only through critical analysis will you be able to understand history and therefore do well in this class. I will emphasize critical reading and writing skills that guide students to a deeper understanding of the complicated nature of the historical process.  Much more important than simply putting more “stuff” into your heads, is the ability to analyze and evaluate critically how and why American history proceeded as it did.
     Class discussions are important in my classes.  My encouragement to those of you who are afraid, uncomfortable, or unfamiliar with critical, analytic discussion formats, is be bold.  My goal for the class is to get everyone involved in the discussions.  Thus, you need to prepare for our class meetings and speak up.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Any student with a disability should see the instructor so that their special needs can be met. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Office Hours
     I will be in my office, Old Science Hall (OSH) Room 114, during the time indicated in this syllabus.  To arrange an appointment time, see me or call and leave a message on my voice mail (389-4863).  You may also e-mail me at whoward@bloomu.edu.  I will be checking my e-mail several times every day most of the time, so it is a reliable way to pass along a comment or question.
     Don’t be timid.  If you are having problems in the course, don’t delay making an appointment to see me.  I am always willing to discuss material, or more importantly, to talk to you about how to study more effectively. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluation Procedures/Grade Policy

Student Quizzes = 50%
Class participation = 50%

Final Grades are given on a standard curve as follows: 
94-100, A
90-93, A-
87-89, B+
83-86, B
80-82, B-
77-79, C+
73-76, C
70-72, C-
67-69, D+
60-66, D
00-59, E      

COURSE OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE
Course Syllabus 42-210
Powerpoint: Introduction to Course
1960s Documentaries on History Channel
Video: 1968 [Tom Brokaw]
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Part 1: 20th Century Old Left

Anarchism: The anarchist criticism of capitalism is both similar to and very different from that of the Marxist. "Man was born free," declared Rousseau in the 18th century, "but is everywhere in chains." In common with Marxists, anarchists such as Mikhail Bakunin denounced the exploitation inherent in capitalism. But whereas Marx and later socialists saw as the goal of revolutionary activity the gaining of state power, anarchists warned that any government, no matter how formally democratic, would inevitably degenerate into tyranny. This would especially be true of a socialist government that combined political and economic functions. Instead of gaining control of government, whether by revolutionary or legal means, anarchists believed, it was necessary for workers and citizens to gain democratic control of their workplaces and neighborhoods. While socialists envisaged a kind of superstate, coordinating everything from the top, anarchists believed in grass roots activism, without formal structures of governmental authority being necessary. Only through local activism and the insistence on grass roots democratic decision-making could people be truly free. 

Some anarchists turned to violence, believing that "propaganda by the deed" could shatter the existing order and provide a liminal moment in which old structures of capitalist economics and bureaucratic government might be destroyed, providing room for the sprouting of innumerable popular organizations in workplaces, neighborhoods, and communities. Some anarchists preached sabotage and even assassination and indeed during this period there were many episodes of political murder (e.g., the killing of President William McKinley in 1901 by Leon Czolgosz, a self-styled anarchist) and bombings perpetrated by violent anarchist groups in the US, Russia, and Western Europe. Most anarchists, however, rejected violence. Over the years, the repression and victimization of anarchists (and other radicals) by public authorities and private vigilantes in the West far exceeded the violence perpetrated by radicals. 
Emman Goldman Video 1
Emma Goldman [Video transcripts]
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Socialism. Socialism is the generic term applied to those on the Left who believed (and believe) that a truly just and humane society cannot be achieved so long as the means of production, distribution, and exchange remain in private hands and who believe that the state must play a crucial role in the transition to a new form of social organization. Traditionally, socialism has been associated with government ownership and operation of economic activities, although many socialists believe(d) that only the "commanding heights"-the large, concentrated, critical industries and utilities such as railroads, steel, banking-need be publicly owned. There are and have been many varieties of socialism but in the absence of explicit qualifying remarks, for the purposes of this class when reference is made to "socialism," it means the ideas and programs and movements associated with the main socialist political parties and labor organizations in the western countries (i.e., industrialized regions, mainly Western Europe, the British Commonwealth, the US) in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These socialist movements were strongly critical of the inequities of capitalism, strongly supportive of organized labor, and quite confident that socialism represented the wave of the future. In Europe, socialist organizations were at the forefront of those seeking to expand the suffrage and to bring working people into the political community. In more recent decades, socialists have lost much of their previous confidence but they continue to be critical of market capitalism, which they believe breeds inequality, waste, political corruption, and the disempowerment of ordinary people. 

Socialism in America 
Mother Jones Speaks
The Death of Mother Jones 
Eugene Debs on WWI
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Communism: Leninism, Bolshevism, or Soviet Communism are roughly synonymous terms. Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924) was the leader of the Bolshevik faction of the main Russian socialist party and leader of the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 and head of the new Soviet state. Two main ideas characterize Leninism: 1) rather than waiting for the masses of people to develop a revolutionary consciousness, a small cadre of dedicated revolutionaries must foment revolution and control its processes, bringing the masses along through their example and through the instruments of state power developed in the Bolshevik seizure of power; 2) the only reason that capitalism in the industrialized West has not followed the trajectory outlined by Marx is because of western states' imperial expansion and domination of what later would be called "the Third World." In effect, Lenin argued, western capitalist regimes had been able to buy off their working classes through economic exploitation of Asia, Africa, and Latin America, the wealth of which provided a sufficient surplus for capitalists and their political henchmen to raise living standards at home and thus deflect potentially revolutionary activism. While the Bolshevik regime in the Soviet Union initially derived from the common critique of capitalism shared by all on the Left, it soon developed a dynamic and a character of its own. Particularly after Lenin's death in 1924 and the emergence of Josef Stalin (1879-1953) as the Soviet leader, the Russian Communist regime deepened the authoritarianism toward which Leninist doctrine seemed in any event to tend. The term "Stalinism" has come to indicate a particularly brutal authoritarianism. During the 1930s and World War II, many western liberals and radicals chose to ignore the more sinister features of Soviet Communism under Stalin in light of the Great Depression that afflicted the West and the Russian people's heroic struggle against Nazi Germany in the Second World War. Others in labor, socialist, and liberal movements, however, viewed Stalinism as the perversion of socialism and opposed it root and branch even during this period. 

A major fault line among people on the Left even today runs between those who see the crimes of Stalinism has having perverted and betrayed the original, hopeful promise of the Bolshevik Revolution, and those who see the evils of Stalinism (and Maoism in China) as being traceable directly to the Bolsheviks' contempt for "mere" democracy and due process. Still another dimension of the dramatic controversies that swirled about the Russian Revolution and that made the "short" twentieth century (1914-1989) so ideologically and politically turbulent is provided by Leon Trotsky (1879-1940), a brilliant co-revolutionary, founder of the Red Army, and, many thought, heir apparent to Lenin. First exiled and then murdered in 1940 by a Stalinist agent, Trotsky remains for some the embodiment of the tragic failure of the Russian Revolution, while to others he remains squarely-if with greater charisma and intellectual brilliance-firmly within the authoritarian and murderous traditions of Bolshevism and Soviet Communism.
Video: American Experience: Love in the Cold War [Video outline for this video is in the course packet]
Video: Seeing Red [Handout on this video in the course packet]
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Part 2: 20th Century Liberalism and the New Left

Liberalism: The term "The Left" dates back to the French Revolution when in the constituent assembly, the more extreme and militant delegates occupied seats to the left of the front of the hall from the viewpoint of someone facing the delegates. In more modern parlance, it refers to those who perceive some urgent need for democratic and egalitarian change in existing circumstances and who believe that collective action is necessary to achieve it. Leftists can be defined in part by what they oppose, notably militarism, racism, elitism, authoritarianism. But within the broad tent occupied by people of The Left, there are many diverse tendencies, movements, perspectives, and organizations. Some of the fiercest political battles of the 20th century were among people who saw themselves as being part of The Left but who disagreed sharply-even at times, violently-with others who also claimed that rubric. One broad division is between those who believe that capitalism must be supplanted by common ownership of the means of production, distribution, and exchange, on the one hand, and those who believe that meaningful democratic and egalitarian reform can take place within capitalist structures.

Powerpoint: LBJ and the Great Society
Video: LBJ Biography
Video Transcripts LBJ
Powerpoint: The New Left
Video: Che Guevara Documentary
Website for Che Guevara Documentary
Powerpoint: 1968: Turning Point
Powerpoint: Black Panther Party
Video Transcripts: A Nation of Law? 
Powerpoint: The Weathermen
Video Information: The Weather Underground
Weather Underground Video

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Part 3: The 20th Century American Right

Conservatism in the United States has played an important role in American politics since the 1950s. Historian Gregory Schneider identifies several constants in American conservatism: respect for tradition, support of republicanism, preservation of "the rule of law and the Christian religion", and a defense of "Western civilization from the challenges of modernist culture and totalitarian governments.” The history of American conservatism has been marked by tensions and outright contradictions. Economic conservatives and libertarians favor small government, low taxes, limited regulation, and free enterprise. Social conservatives want a strong government to enforce Christian morality. Neoconservatives want to expand American ideals throughout the world. The conservative movement of the 1950s attempted to bring together these divergent strands, stressing the need for unity to prevent the spread of "Godless Communism.”

     In the 1980s President Ronald Reagan solidified conservative Republican strength with tax cuts, greatly increased government spending, deregulation, a policy of rolling back Communism (rather than just containing it), a greatly strengthened military, and appeals to family values and conservative Christian morality. The Reagan model became the conservative standard for social, economic and foreign policy issues, and that period of American history became known as the "Reagan Era." After the fall of Soviet Communism in 1991, key conservative domestic issues become what conservative columnist William Safire calls "God, guns, and gays." Conservative voters tend to oppose abortion, gun control, and homosexuality. From 2001 to 2008 Republican President George W. Bush stressed cutting taxes, increasing spending, minimizing regulation of industry and banking, and the use of American military power to fight terrorists, promote democracy, and secure American Oil interests in the Middle East.

Other modern conservative beliefs include 

1. opposition to a world government
2. skepticism about the importance or validity of various environmental issues
3. the importance of self-reliance instead of reliance on the government to solve problems 
4. support for the state of Israel
5. support for prayer in the public schools
6. support for the right to bear arms
7. opposition to stem cell research
8. opposition to illegal immigration
9. support for a strong Law and Order policy, strict enforcement of the law, and long jail terms for repeat offenders

Video: Ronald Reagan
Transcripts for Ronald Reagan Video

American Radical Right
Socialism vs. Fascism: Students often profess to be confused about the differences between socialism and fascism. (Recall that by "socialism," I refer here to the ideas, policies, programs, and activities of the socialist and social democratic parties and movements of the West during the late 19th and 20th centuries [see No. 3, above]). Socialism and fascism are antithetical concepts. About their only point of agreement is that government must be used as a positive instrument of social and economic development. There are grounds for confusion, though. For example, Hitler's Nazi movement in 1920s and 1930s Germany adopted the name "National Socialist Party," and there are some conservative critics-historian John Lukacs is a good example-who believe that the kinds of enhanced government power advocated by socialists, as well as their scapegoating of certain categories of people-capitalists; the bourgeoisie; non-socialist politicians-is broadly equivalent to the authoritarianism and scapegoating central to fascism. But, unlike fascists or "national socialists" such as the Nazis, western socialists have never celebrated authoritarian rule, nor have they sought the physical liquidation of the people whom they identify as class enemies. 

Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 1
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 2
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 3
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 5
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 6
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 7
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 8
Video: Nazi America: A Secret History Part 

How Far Right can America Go? 
Video: The Changes in American Conservatism part 1
Video: The Changes in American Conservatism part 2 

Early 21st Century:
     U.S. Global Competence: A 21st Century Imperative A 21st Century Imperative makes the case that U.S. global competence in the 21st century is not a luxury, but a necessity. Whether engaging the world, or our culturally diverse homeland, the United States' future success will rely on the global competence of our people. Global competence must become part of the core mission of education—from K-12 through graduate school. 

Video Lecture: Xenophobic America
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