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HISTORY DEPARTMENT

BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY
Syllabus
U.S. Social History
=========================================================================================================================
42-374-11                                                                                                                                         Dr. Walter Howard

U.S. Social History                                                                                                                                   Summer 2010
M-Th 3:20 pm – 5pm                                                                                                                                       OSH 113

Instructor's Office: OSH 114

Office Phone: 389-4863/e-mail whoward@bloomu.edu
Office Hours: M-Th 1pm-3pm
========================================================================================================================================
Required Textbook:
1. Carl J. Richard, The Battle for the American Mind [available in the University Store]
2. Course Packet [Provided by the Instructor]
________________________________________________________________________________________
Course Description
This course will focus on American social history in the 20th century, with a special emphasis on the pivotal decade of the 1960s. Prerequisites: 42.121 and/or 42.122.     
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Methods
     An examination will be made in essentially chronological fashion of the significant social and cultural events of the period under study. The lecture-discussion method of instruction will be used. Special emphasis will be placed on critical analysis through exams and class discussions.

     Consider what you learn by [1] reading your textbooks and by [2] attending class lectures and taking comprehensive notes as two different “learning formats” and as two pieces of the puzzle that complement each other in the learning process. In other words, I am not teaching you the textbook (it is your job to read the assigned chapters), and the textbook is not replacing what I do in the classroom (it is your job to be in class and take notes, and I expect your attendance).

      Please have the assigned readings, given by the instructor in class, completed on time. Doing so will enable you to understand the corresponding lectures more fully, provide you the chance to ask more informed questions, and allow you to participate in any relevant discussions.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goals and Objectives
      The primary objective of this class will be to encourage students to ask and answer questions about the varied events, cultures, and ideologies that contributed to the historical development of the United States. Historical facts provide an essential foundation for understanding the basic trends and issues of the past. Furthermore, only through critical analysis will you be able to understand history and therefore do well in this class. I will emphasize critical reading and writing skills that guide students to a deeper understanding of the complicated nature of the historical process. Much more important than simply putting more “stuff” into your heads, is the ability to analyze and evaluate critically how and why American history proceeded as it did.

     Class discussions are important in my classes. My encouragement to those of you who are afraid, uncomfortable, or unfamiliar with critical, analytic discussion formats, is be bold. My goal for the class is to get everyone involved in the discussions. Thus, you need to prepare for our class meetings and speak up.

Attendance and Quizzes:
     Students are expected to attend all classes.  I will take attendance on a daily basis.  If you decide to drop the course at some point during the semester, don’t just stop attending.  Be sure to officially drop, because otherwise I am required to give you a failing grade at the end of the semester. I do not like to put such grades on a student’s record.  Be sure you know when the last day to drop a class is and do it officially.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Any student with a disability should see the instructor so that their special needs can be met. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Office Hours
     I will be in my office, Old Science Hall (OSH) Room 114, during the following time period:  Monday-Thursday: 1:00pm to 3pm, or by appointment if these times are not convenient for your schedule.  To arrange an appointment time, see me or call and leave a message on my voice mail (389-4863).  You may also e-mail me at whoward@bloomu.edu.  I will be checking my e-mail several times every day most of the time, so it is a reliable way to pass along a comment or question.

     Don’t be timid.  If you are having problems in the course, don’t delay making an appointment to see me.  I am always willing to discuss material, or more importantly, to talk to you about how to study more effectively.  If you are experiencing difficulties, however, don’t wait until the day or week before an exam.  It’s often too late by then.  Whenever you get a grade lower than you anticipated, and especially if you get less than a C, I would hope that you would make an appointment to talk with me soon after the exam is returned to you.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluation Procedures/Grade Policy

     Your course grade will be based on the following:
1. Class participation…………………………50%

2. Weekly writing assignments……………...25%

3. Term Paper [10 pages]…………………...25%
Grades are given on a standard curve as follows: 94-100, A; 90-93, A-, 87-89, B+; 83-86, B; 80-82, B-;77-79, C+; 73-76, C; 70-72, C-; 67-69, D+; 60-66, D; 00-59, E  
COURSE OUTLINE  [READING ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE MADE IN CLASS AS THE COURSE PROCEEDS]
======================================================================================== 
  Powerpoint: Introduction to Course 
           Powerpoint: Course Overview
  Powerpoint: The Fifties 

  Powerpoint: Early Civil Rights Movement 
  Powerpoint: 1960s Politics JFK Years
  Video: The Times They are a Changin' 

  Video: Yes We Can Can 
  Video: Blowin' in the Wind 
  Powerpoint: LBJ and the Great Society 

  Video: LBJ Biography 
  Video: The politics of Compassion [Homeless] 
  Powerpoint: LBJ and Civil Rights 

  Video Transcripts Bridge to Freedom 
  Powerpoint: Malcolm X and NOI 

  Video: Malcolm X: Make It Plain 
  Transcripts for Malcolm X Video 
  Powerpoint: American Culture to 1968 

  Powerpoint: Vietnam War 

  Video: America in Vietnam Part 1 
  Video: America in Vietnam Part 2 

  Video: America in Vietnam Part 3 

  Video: Soldiering On Part 1 
  Video: Soldiering On Part 2 

  Video: Soldiering On Part 3 

  Powerpoint: The Counter Culture 

  Powerpoint: The New Left 

  Powerpoint: 1968: Turning Point 

  Powerpoint: Black Panther Party 

  Video Transcripts: A Nation of Law? 
  Powerpoint: The Weathermen 

  Video Information: The Weather Underground 

  Powerpoint: Gender and Ethnicity during the 1960s 
