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LECTURE OUTLINES:

AMERICAN SOCIAL AND CULTURAL HISTORY

A.             A Proclamation Without Emancipation

1. Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 declared “Forever free” the slave sin those Confederate states still in rebellion; bondsmen in the loyal Border States were not affected, nor were those in specific conquered areas in the South—about 800,000

a.     Proclamation was “an act of justice” and calling for “the considerate judgment of mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty God”

b.     The presidential pen did not formally strike the shackles from a single slave

c.     Where Lincoln could presumably free the slaves—that is, in the loyal Border States—he refused to do so, lest he spur disunion; where he could not, he tried

d.     The Emancipation Proclamation was stronger on proclamation than emancipation

2. Yet much unofficial do-it-yourself liberation did take place

a.     Thousands of jubilant slaves, learning of the proclamation, flocked to the invading Union armies, stripping already rundown plantations of their work force

b.     In this sense the Emancipation Proclamation was heralded by the drumbeat of running feet; but many fugitives would have come anyhow, as they had from war’s outset

c.     Lincoln’s immediate goal was not only to liberate the slaves but also to strengthen the moral cause of the Union at home and abroad—this he succeeded in doing

d.     At the same time, Lincoln’s proclamation clearly foreshadowed the ultimate doom of slavery; this was legally achieved by the action of individual states and by ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment in 1865, eight months after the Civil War ended

3. The Emancipation Proclamation also fundamentally changed the nature of the war because if effectively removed any chance of a negotiated settlement (fight to finish)

4. Public reactions to the long-awaited proclamation of 1863 were varied

a.     Many ardent abolitionists complained that Lincoln had not gone far enough; on the other hand, formidable numbers of Northerners, especially in the “Butternut” regions of the old Northwest and the Border States, felt that he had gone too far

b.     Opposition mounted in the North against supporting an “abolition war”

c.     Many Boys in Blue, especially from the Border States, had volunteered to fight for the Union, not against slavery (desertions increased sharply)

d.     The crucial congressional elections in the autumn of 1862 went heavily against the administration, particularly in New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio

5. The Emancipation Proclamation caused an outcry to rise from the South that “Lincoln the fiend” was trying to stir up the “hellish passions” of a slave insurrection

a.     Aristocrats of Europe, noting that the proclamation applied only to rebel slaveholders, were inclined to sympathize with Southern protests; but the Old World working classes, especially in Britain reacted (diplomatic position of Union improved)

b.     They sensed that the proclamation spelled the ultimate doom of slavery, and many laborers were more determined than ever to oppose intervention 

6. The North now had much the stronger moral cause; in addition to preserving the Union, it had committed itself to freeing the slaves (South’s moral position diminished)

B.    Blacks Battle Bondage

1. As Lincoln moved to emancipate the slaves, he also took steps to enlist blacks in the armed forces; the regular army contained no blacks at the war’s outset and the War Department refused to accept those free Northern blacks who tried to volunteer

2. But as manpower ran low and emancipation was proclaimed, black enlistees were accepted, sometimes over ferocious protests from Northern as well as Southern whites

a.     By war’s end some 180,000 blacks served in the Union armies, most of them from the slave states, but many from the free-soil North (10% of enlistments in the Union forces on land and sea and included two Massachusetts regiments—Douglass)

b.     Black fighting men had their hearts in the war against slavery that the Civil War had become after Lincoln proclaimed emancipation

c.     Black fighters earned twenty-two Congressional Medals of Honor—the highest military award and their casualties were extremely heavy—more than 38,000 died

d.     Many were captured, put to death as slaves in revolt, for not until 1864 did the South recognize them as prisoners of war (Fort Pillow, Tennessee surrender and massacre)

3. For reasons of pride, prejudice, and principle, the Confederacy could not bring itself to enlist slaves until a month before the war ended and then it was too late

4. Meanwhile, tens of thousands were forced into labor battalions, the building of fortifications, the supplying of armies, and other war-connected activities

5. Slaves were “the stomach of the Confederacy,” kept the farms while white men fought

6. Ironically, the great mass of Southern slaves did little to help their Northern liberators; through the “grapevine,” the blacks learned of Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation

7. The bulk of them, whether because of fear, loyalty, lack of leadership, or strict policing, did not cast off their chains but tens of thousand revolted when they abandoned their plantations upon the approach or arrival of Union armies (emancipation proclamations) 

C.   The Aftermath of the Nightmare

1. The civil War took a toll in gore, about as much as all of America’s subsequent wars combined; over 600,00 men died in action or of disease, and in all over a million were killed or seriously wounded (nation lost the cream of its young manhood and leaders)

2. Direct monetary costs of the conflict totaled about $15 billion; but this figure does not include continuing expenses, such as pensions and interest on the national debt

3. The greatest constitutional decision of the century was written in blood and handed down at Appomattox Courthouse, near which Lee surrendered

a.     The extreme states’ righters were cursed; the national government emerged unbroken and nullification and secession were laid to rest; the Civil War was the supreme test

b.     Tested American democracy, it answered the question whether a nation dedicated to such principles could endure long; preservation of democratic ideals, though not an announced war aim, was subconsciously one of the major objectives of the North

4. Victory for Union arms also provided inspiration to the champions of democracy and liberalism the world over; the great English Reform Bill of 1867, under which Britain became a true political democracy, was passed two years after the Civil War ended

5. The “Lost Cause” of the south was lost, but few Americans today would argue that the result was not for the best (cancer of slavery was sliced away by the sword)

6. The African-Americans were at last in a position to claim their rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness (the nation was again united politically)

7. But emancipation laid the necessary groundwork and a united and democratic United States was free to fulfill its destiny as the dominant republic of the hemisphere

D.   Reconstruction by the Sword

1. Against a backdrop of vicious and bloody race riots that had erupted in several Southern cities, Congress passed the Reconstruction Act on March 2, 1867

a.     This drastic legislation divided the South into five military districts, each commanded by a Union general and policed by blue-clad soldiers (about 20,000 in total)

b.     The act also temporarily disfranchised tens of thousands of former Confederates

2. Congress additionally laid down stringent conditions for the readmission of the seceded states; the wayward states were required to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment

a.     The bitterest pill of all to white Southerners was the stipulation that they guarantee in their state constitutions full suffrage for their former adult male slaves

b.     Yet the act stopped short of giving the freedmen land or education at federal expense; overriding purpose of the moderates was to create an electorate in the Southern states that would vote those states back into the Union on acceptable terms and thus free the federal government from direct responsibility for the protection of black rights

c.     This approach proved woefully inadequate to the cause of justice for blacks

3. The radical Republicans were still worried; the danger loomed that once the unrepentant states were readmitted, they would amend their constitutions so as to withdraw the ballot from the blacks—the only ironclad was to incorporate black suffrage into Constitution

4. This goal was finally achieved by the Fifteenth Amendment, passed by Congress in 1869 and ratified by the required number of states in 1870 (black suffrage)

5. Military Reconstruction of the south not only usurped certain functions of the president as commander in chief but set up a martial regime of dubious legality

a.     The Supreme Court had already ruled in the case Ex parte Milligan, that military tribunals could not try civilians, even during the wartime (in civil courts)

b.     The circumstances were extraordinary in the Republic’s history, and for the time being the Supreme Court avoided offending the Republican Congress

6. Prodded by federal bayonets, the Southern states got on with the task of constitution making; by 1870 all of them had reorganized their governments and had been accorded full rights (the last federal guns were removed from state politics in 1877)

E.    No Women Voters 

1. The passage of the three Reconstruction-era Amendments—the 13th, 14th, and 15th—delighted former abolitionists but deeply disappointed advocates of women’s rights

a.     Women had played a prominent part in the prewar abolitionist movement and had often pointed out that both women and blacks lacked basic civil rights (right to vote)

b.     The struggle for black freedom and the crusade for women’s rights were one and the same in the eyes of many women; yet during the war, feminist leaders such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony had temporarily suspended their own demands and worked wholeheartedly for the cause of black emancipation

c.     The Women’s Loyal League had gathered nearly 400,000 signatures on petitions

2. Now with the war ended and the Thirteenth amendment passed, feminist leaders believed that their time had come; they reeled with shock when the wording of the Fourteenth Amendment, which defined equal national citizenship, for the first time inserted the word male into the Constitution in referring to a citizen’s right to vote

3. Both Stanton and Anthony campaigned actively against the 14th amendment despite the pleas of Frederick Douglass, who had long supported woman suffrage but believed that his was the Negro’s hour—women lost the battle with the Fifteenth Amendment as well

F.  The Realities of Radical Reconstruction in the South

1.     The blacks now had freedom; their friends in Congress had only haltingly and somewhat belatedly secured the franchise for them; both Presidents Lincoln and Johnson had proposed to give the ballot gradually to selected blacks who qualified for suffrage

2.     Moderate Republicans and even many radicals at first hesitated to bestow suffrage on the freedmen; the Fourteenth Amendment had fallen short of guaranteeing the right to vote but by 1867 hesitation had given way to hard determination to enfranchise former slaves

3.     By glaring contrast, most of the Northern states, before ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870, withheld the ballot from their tiny black minorities; Whites southerners naturally concluded the Republicans were hypocritical (black suffrage)

4.     Having gained their right to suffrage, Southern black men seized the initiative and began to organize politically—their primary vehicle became the Union League (originally a pro-Union organization based in the North—assisted by Northern blacks)

a.     The League was turned into a network of political clubs that educated members in their civic duties and campaigned for Republican candidates—the league’s mission soon expanded to include building black churches and schools, recruiting militias)

b.     African-American women attended the parades and rallies common in black communities during the early years of Reconstruction and helped assemble mass meeting sin the newly constructed black churches (constitutional conventions)

5.     But black men elected as delegates to the state constitutional conventions held the greater political authority; they formed the backbone of the black political community

a.     At the conventions, they sat down with whites to hammer out new state constitutions, which most importantly provided for universal male suffrage

b.     Between 1868 and 1876, fourteen black congressmen and two black senators, Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce of Mississippi, served in Washington D.C.

c.     Blacks also served in state governments as lieutenant governors and representatives, and in local governments as mayors, magistrates, sheriffs, and justices of the peace

6.     The sight of former slaves holding office deeply offended their onetime masters, who lashed out with particular fury at the freedmen’s white allies (former Unionists/Whigs)

a.     Former Confederates accused them of plundering the treasuries of the southern states through their political influence in the radical governments (“scalawags”)

b.     The “carpet baggers” were supposedly sleazy Northerners who had packed all their worldly goods into a carpetbag suitcase at war’s end and come South to seek personal power and profit (most were former Union soldiers and Northern businessmen)

7.     The radical legislatures passed much desirable legislation and introduced many badly needed reforms; for the first time in the South, steps were taken toward public schools

8.     Tax systems were streamlined, public works were launched, property rights were guaranteed to women; many welcome reforms were retained by the all-white “Redeemer” governments that later returned to power—splits still ran rampant in many governments

a.     This was especially true in South Carolina and Louisiana, where promoters and pocket-paddlers used politically inexperience blacks as pawns (money fraud)

b.     This sort of corruption was by no means confined to the south in these postwar years

G.   The Ku Klux Klan

1.     Embittered, some Southern whites resorted to savage measures against “radical” rule

a.     Many whites resented the success and ability of black legislators as much as they resented alleged “corruption”; a number of secret organizations sprang up, the most notorious of was the “Invisibly Empire of ht south, or Ku Klux Klan (TN, 1866)

b.     Be-sheeted nightriders, their horses’ hoofs muffled, would approach the cabin of an “upstart” black and hammer on the door—scared the blacks from the polls

c.     Such foolery and terror proved partially effective; many ex-bondsmen and white “carpet-baggers,” quick to take a hint, shunned the polls; those stubborn souls who persisted in their “upstart” ways were flogged, mutilated, or even murdered

d.     The Klan became a refuge for numerous bandits and cutthroats (any scoundrel)

2.     Congress, outraged by this night-riding lawlessness, passed the harsh Force Acts of 1870 and 1871; Federal troops were able to stamp out much of the “lash law,” but by this time the Invisible Empire had already done its work of intimidation on the voters

3.     White resistance undermined attempts to empower the blacks politically; the white south, openly flouted the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments for many decades

a.     Wholesale disfranchisement of the blacks, starting conspicuously about 1890, was achieved by intimidation, fraud, and trickery (literacy tests with advantage to whites)

b.     Goal of white supremacy fully justified these dishonorable devices

H.    The Heritage of Reconstruction

1. Many white Southerners regarded Reconstruction as a more grievous wound than the war

a.     They resented the upending of their social and racial system, political empowerment of blacks, and the insult of federal intervention in their local affairs

b.     Given the explosiveness of the issues that had caused the war, and the bitterness of the fighting, the wonder is that Reconstruction was not far harsher than it was

c.     The Republicans acted from a mixture of idealism and political expediency; they wanted both to protect the freed slaves to promote fortunes of the Republican party

d.     Reconstruction conferred only fleeting benefits on the blacks and virtually extinguish-ed the Republican party in the South for nearly one hundred years

2. Moderate Republicans never fully appreciated the extensive effort necessary to make the freed slaves completely independent citizens, nor the lengths to which Southern whites would go to preserve their system of racial dominance 

3. Deep-seated racism, ingrained American resistance to tampering with property rights, and rigid loyalty to the principle of local self-government, combined with spreading indifference in the North to the plight of the blacks, formed a formidable obstacle; the Old South was in many ways more resurrected than reconstructed
