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HISTORY DEPARTMENT

BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY
Syllabus
Contemporary Issues In US History
The Obama Era, 2008-2011
=======================================================================================================================

42-208-01                                                                                                                                                 Dr. Walter Howard

Contemporary Issues in US History                                                                                                              Summer 2011
M-TH 1:30-3:10                                                                                                                                                         OSH 113
Dr. Howard’s Website: Website: http://facstaff.bloomu.edu/whoward/
Instructor's Office: OSH 114

Office Phone: 389-4863/e-mail whoward@bloomu.edu
Office Hours: M-Th 12-1:30pm

==========================================================================================

Required Textbook:
1.  Course Packet [provided by the Instructor]
2.  The Obama Presidency [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama]
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course Description
42.208 Contemporary Issues in U.S. History (3) - Examines selected issues of social, political or foreign affairs within a historical context, describing the origin, evolution, current significance and importance in American society. The issue this semester is global issues facing 21st century America. This course counts as a Group A, Humanities and The Arts General Education Requirements.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Methods
     An examination will be made in essentially chronological fashion of the significant social and cultural events of the period under study. The lecture-discussion method of instruction will be used. Special emphasis will be placed on critical analysis through exams and class discussions.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Goals and Objectives
      The primary objective of this class will be to encourage students to ask and answer questions about the varied events, cultures, and ideologies that contributed to the historical development of the United States in the early 20th century during the Obama Era. 
     Historical facts provide an essential foundation for understanding the basic trends and issues of the past. Furthermore, only through critical analysis will you be able to understand history and therefore do well in this class. I will emphasize critical reading and writing skills that guide students to a deeper understanding of the complicated nature of the historical process. Much more important than simply putting more “stuff” into your heads, is the ability to analyze and evaluate critically how and why American history proceeded as it did.

     Class discussions are important in my classes. My encouragement to those of you who are afraid, uncomfortable, or unfamiliar with critical, analytic discussion formats, is be bold. My goal for the class is to get everyone involved in the discussions. Thus, you need to prepare for our class meetings and speak up.

If you decide to drop the course at some point during the semester, don’t just stop attending.  Be sure to officially drop, because otherwise I am required to give you a failing grade at the end of the semester. I do not like to put such grades on a student’s record.  Be sure you know when the last day to drop a class is and do it officially.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Any student with a disability should see the instructor so that their special needs can be met. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Office Hours
     I will be in my office, Old Science Hall (OSH) Room 114, during the following time period:  Monday-Thursday: 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm, or by appointment if these times are not convenient for your schedule.  To arrange an appointment time, see me or call and leave a message on my voice mail (389-4863).  You may also e-mail me at whoward@bloomu.edu.  I will be checking my e-mail several times every day most of the time, so it is a reliable way to pass along a comment or question.

     Don’t be timid.  If you are having problems in the course, don’t delay making an appointment to see me.  I am always willing to discuss material, or more importantly, to talk to you about how to study more effectively.  If you are experiencing difficulties, however, don’t wait until the day or week before an exam.  It’s often too late by then.  Whenever you get a grade lower than you anticipated, and especially if you get less than a C, I would hope that you would make an appointment to talk with me soon after the exam is returned to you.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evaluation Procedures/Grade Policy

     Your course grade will be based on the following:

1. Student in-class quizzes [50%]
2. Class Participation [50%]
Grades are given on a standard curve as follows: 94-100, A; 90-93, A-, 87-89, B+; 83-86, B; 80-82, B-;77-79, C+; 73-76, C; 70-72, C-; 67-69, D+; 60-66, D; 00-59, E 
================================================================================================ 
COURSE OUTLINE
Introduction to the Course

Video: Dreams of Obama

Transcripts of "Dreams of Obama"

Video: Obama's Deal

Transcripts for Obama's Deal

Video: Frontline: The Warning

Transcripts for "The Warning"

Introduction to Documentary "Too Big to Fail"

Video: Too Big to Fail [Documentary]

Capitalism: A Love Story

Recommended Videos on Obama Era

Video: Kill/Capture [Obama's War on Terror]

Transcripts for Kill/Capture Video

Video: Are We Safer?
