 Geography 41-105  • Fall 2005  •  Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania

Environmental Issues and Choices  (3 credits)
	Section:
	Meeting Times:
	Meeting Location:

	41-105-05
41-105-06
	Monday, Wednesday, Friday  11 – 11:50 a.m.

Monday, Wednesday, Friday  12 – 12:50 p.m.
	120 Hartline Science Center (HSC)

120 Hartline Science Center (HSC)

	Students MUST attend the section for which they are registered.  NO EXCEPTIONS!



	Instructor:
	Dr. Patricia Beyer

	Phone Numbers:
	389-4570 (Dr. Beyer's office)

	
	389-4108  (Department of Geography & Geosciences office)

	E-mail:
	pbeyer@bloomu.edu
	Website: 
http://facstaff.bloomu.edu/pbeyer

	
	243 Hartline Science Center (HSC)

	Office Hours:
	Monday, Wednesday and Friday  1 – 2 p.m. 

Tuesday, Thursday  10 – 11 a.m.

	
	And by appointment


Course Description  (from Bloomsburg University Catalog On-line):  Examines contemporary environmental resource issues within a values, ethics, and decision-making framework.  (Fulfills “Values, Ethics & Responsible Decision Making” General Education Course Requirement or Group B - Social and Behavioral Sciences Distribution Requirement.)

Course Objectives:  The goals of this course are to make the student more aware of significant environmental issues facing society today and into the future, to examine science and technology as they relate to environmental issues, and to provide a conceptual foundation for understanding the complexities of decision-making regarding the environment and resources.

Course Requirements:  This is a lecture course with assigned textbook readings, additional readings, a book report, and four exams.  It is your responsibility to complete all reading assignments prior to class, to attend all class lectures, and to submit all assignments promptly.  No make-up exams will be given.  Lectures will begin promptly.  Be seated in the classroom at the scheduled time so that your arrival will not disrupt the rest of the class.  

Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend all classes and to devote that time to on-going class activities.  Consistent course attendance is vital to a passing grade in this course.  The instructor does not grade based on attendance, but does keep attendance records for administrative purposes.  Missed lectures or other class activities are your responsibility.  I will not provide missed lecture notes. No make-up exams will be given.  No late assignments will be accepted.
Accommodative Services:  Students who are registered with the Office of Accommodative Services are asked to present the appropriate paperwork to the instructor during the first week of classes.  Students who wish to take exams through Accommodative Services must notify the instructor in writing one week before each exam.  This practice ensures that students receive the assistance to which they are entitled.
Classroom Etiquette:  The instructor expects general rules of etiquette and respectful behavior to be followed.  Students who talk excessively during lecture, use inappropriate language, exhibit a disrespectful attitude toward other students or the instructor, or engage in non-course-related activities will be asked to leave the classroom.  Eating and smoking are not allowed in the classroom!
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Turn off your cell phone at the beginning of class!  I will do the same.
Grading:  Your final grade will be based on the total number of points you accumulate through the semester.  Your total number of points will be divided by the total number of points possible (500) to generate a percentage that determines your final grade in the class.  Letter grades are assigned according to the percentage of total points earned as shown below.  NO PLUS OR MINUS (+ or -) GRADES WILL BE GIVEN.  NO GRADES WILL BE CURVED.  No extra credit assignments will be offered.

	
	
	
	

	Exam 1
	Mon., Sept. 26
	90 points (18% of final grade)
	grading scale

	Exam 2
	Wed., Oct. 19
	90 points (18% of final grade)
	A = 90% - 100%

	Exam 3
	Mon., Nov. 14
	90 points (18% of final grade)
	B = 80% - 89%

	Exam 4 
	Finals Week
	140 points  (28% of final grade)
	C = 70% - 79%

	
	
	
	D = 60% - 69%

	Book Report
	Wed., Nov. 9
	90 points (18% of final grade)
	E = below 60%

	
	
	
	

	Total points:
	
	500 points (100%)
	


	Keep a record of your grades here:
	

	
	score
	out of 
	
	score
	out of

	Exam 1
	
	90
	Exam 4 
	
	140

	Exam 2
	
	90
	
	
	

	Exam 3
	
	90
	Book Report
	
	90


	Textbooks:
	Mayer, J. Richard.  2001.  Connections in Environmental Science: a Case Study Approach.  McGraw-Hill.  ISBN# 0-07-229726-3.   (REQUIRED)

	Additional readings will be available on reserve at the Circulation Desk in Andruss Library and possibly on-line.  Watch the course website for details:  http://facstaff.bloomu.edu/pbeyer


Schedule Changes:  Course content may vary from this outline to meet the needs of this particular class.  Students will be notified in class by the instructor when adjustments to the syllabus are required.  Exam dates will not change.
A final note:  Office hours are set aside for talking with you.  Feel free to come to office hours or make an appointment if you have any comments, concerns, questions, or just need to blow off some steam.  It is especially important that you discuss important matters with me in my office so that I can give your concerns my full attention.  The instructor will only discuss grades in person, NOT over the phone or via e-mail.
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	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Reading Assignment

	1
	Aug. 29, 31, Sept. 2
	Introduction to Environmental Issues
Environmental History in the U.S. 
	“Introduction,” pp. 1-18


	
	
	
	

	2
	Sept. 5
Sept. 7, 9
	Labor Day – no class

Arctic Wilderness and Wildlife
	Ch. 1

	
	
	
	

	3
	Sept. 12, 14, 16 
	Tropical Forests and Biodiversity
	Ch. 2

	
	
	
	

	4
	Sept. 19, 21
	Water Pollution
	Ch. 3

	
	
	
	

	5
	Sept. 26 (Mon.)
Sept. 28, 30
	Exam #1  (covers Weeks 1 - 4)
Saltwater Ecosystems
	Ch. 4

	
	
	
	

	6
	Oct. 3, 5, 7
	Air Pollution
	Ch.5 

	
	
	
	

	7
	Oct. 10, 12
Oct. 14
	Human Populations
Fall Break – no class
	Ch. 6

	
	
	
	

	8
	Oct. 17
Oct. 19 (Wed.)

Oct. 21
	Human Populations
Exam #2  (covers Weeks 5 - 8)

Green Revolution Agriculture
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	Oct. 24, 26, 28
	Green Revolution Agriculture 
Sustainable Agriculture
	Ch. 7
Ch. 8

	
	
	
	

	10
	Oct. 31, Nov. 2, 4
	Sustainable Agriculture
Petroleum Resources
	Ch. 8 

Ch. 9

	
	
	
	

	11
	Nov. 7, 9, 11 

Nov. 9
	Petroleum Resources, Climate Change 
Book Report Due
	Ch. 9, 12


	
	
	
	

	12
	Nov. 14 (Mon.) 

Nov. 16, 18
	Exam #3  (covers Weeks 9 - 11) 

Nuclear Power
	Ch. 10

	
	
	
	

	13
	Nov. 21
Nov. 23, 25
	Nuclear Power 
Thanksgiving Break – no class
	

	
	
	
	

	14
	Nov. 28, 30, Dec. 2
	Sustainable Energy
	Ch. 11

	
	
	
	

	15
	Dec. 5, 7, 9
	Hazardous Waste
	Ch. 14

	
	
	
	

	16
	FINALS WEEK
	Exam #4 (covers Weeks 12 – 15, plus comprehensive essay)



	
	M, W, F 11 – 11:50 a.m. (41-105-05)

M, W, F 12 – 12:50 a.m. (41-105-06)
	Thursday, December 15, 8:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Monday, December 11, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

	
	
	EXAM SCHEDULE WILL NOT BE CHANGED.

NO EXCEPTIONS.


	




















