Skeletal Lecture Notes – History 347
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Best practices for making and using notes?  
· Write them down, do not just type them up.
· Do not try to record verbatim.  
· Review the content by first attempting to answer the essential question defining the lecture, and then make yourself aware of what you do not remember, questions that you have.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk52715866]Review notes for related lectures.
· Create a timeline of events to develop awareness of sequence of events and their significance to the lecture goals.  


Essential Questions to Ponder:
1. What are the primary sources that allow us to explore the Jewish experiences during the Holocaust?  
2. What are the challenges of research primary sources, especially Jewish letters, diaries, memoirs, memorial books, and video testimony?  

	Types of Primary Sources: 



	“Will you believe me?” Video Clip



Make notes so that you may answer these questions:  

1. How does a diary differ from a memoir or a memorial book?
2. What are the goals of the authors?  
3. What are the factors influence an author’s composition of a diary, memoir, or memorial book?  
4. What factors influence the content of memoirs, memorial books, and video testimony that may not be present in a diary?  
5. What factors influence video testimony?
6. What do readers or audiences hope to achieve when reading or hearing the voices of survivors?
7. What is the distinction between “selfish” and “self-ish” acts described by Lawrence Langer?  What does he mean by the “impromptu self”?  How might we use these concepts to understand Jewish survivor experiences?  

Lawrence Langer’s Impromptu Self
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Remembering the Holocaust:
Part 1: The Sources
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“... improvisation was the rule”

Joan B, quoted in Holocaust Testimonies: “’You see, with a logical mind
like yours [the interviewer], or other people who try to think this out, [for]
a rule that's being followed, or [for] a certain way that [they] think, [or]
had thought out and would do things — there was no such thing. . . .
There was no set rule. . . . Just killing, that’s all.” Lawrence Langer
then points out, “This is not an accusation but an attempt to clarify a
distinction that eludes us. Speaking of her persecutors, she insists that
that for them improvisation was the rule, though she might just as well
have been speaking of herself and her fellow victims. And since, for
these latter, improvisation tests a situation instead of controlling or
defining it, one could rarely anticipate the consequences of an action
(or an inaction).” (Holocaust Testimonies, p. 122)

Joan B. helped Langer to articulate a concept he calls “the impromptu
self,” when Joan B. told her interviewer that to live, one had to be
selfish and lucky.
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Langer's Theory of “Impromptu Self’

The "selfish act ignores the needs of others through choice when the
agent is in a position to help without injuring one's self in any
appreciable way. Selfishness is motivated by greed, indifference,
malice, and many other value-laden categories. The former victim
who describes self-ish acts is vividly aware of the needs of others but
because of the nature of the situation is unable to choose freely the
generous impulse that a compassionate nature yearns to express."

(Holocaust Testimonies, 124)

Primo Levi: “If | am not for me, then who is; if not now, then when.”




