Skeletal Lecture Notes – History 347
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Best practices for making and using notes?  
· Write them down, do not just type them up.
· Do not try to record verbatim.  
· Review the content by first attempting to answer the essential question defining the lecture, and then make yourself aware of what you do not remember, questions that you have.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk52715866]Review notes for related lectures.
· Create a timeline of events to develop awareness of sequence of events and their significance to the lecture goals.  


Essential Questions to Ponder in this series of lectures:
1. What is counterfactual history and how do we use it to explore the past?  
2. Was rescue or aid possible?  
3. Did the United States engage in rescue activities or provide more aid than it did?  Why or Why not?  
4. Could the United States have done more to rescue Jews?  Was there a public moral or ethical obligation?
5. What lessons, if any, can we draw from contemplating the problem of rescue?

	Context Warning: Polish and Soviet Jews were massacred in increasing large numbers after Germany invaded the eastern Poland and the USSR.  At what point it became systematic is debated by historians, and your interpretation of the origins of the “final solution” needs to be taken into account.  The US entered the war in December 1941, which fundamentally changed the context in which it operated.  



Names of individuals: 
Rabbi Stephen Wise
Gerhart Riegner


What activities might rescue have included?

What were the challenges faces and obstacles to aid or rescue Jews?

1. Knowing and Understanding
2. 1941 news
3. December 1941

	Military Attaché’s Study of War Propaganda, Survey of 20 Americans, 6 March 1942

“Anti-Semitism has become firmly implanted in Germany and many of the occupied areas.  It is therefore inadvisable for Jews to be in conspicuous positions in directing United Nations propaganda or to use them in the preparation or delivery of material which would reveal their race.  For the same reason, it is also deemed inadvisable to defend or champion the Jewish cause vigorously. … If real atrocities occur they should be revealed, but the evidence and proof should be so convincing that there should be no doubt as to their authenticity.  In general, I believe it would be better to ignore the atrocity idea because it became quite generally discredited as a result of world war [I] practices.”

	Your notes: 



Evidence that the US State Department most likely engaged in obstructionism in August-September 1942 is presented as turning point.  Does the evidence support an interpretation of obstructionism?  

	Select Documents
	Your notes and Interpretation: 
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	Joint Allied Declaration, 17 December 1942

First Paragraph of 17 December 1942 Joint Allied Declaration
 
"The attention of the Belgian, Czechoslovak, Greek, Luxembourg Netherlands, Norwegian, Polish, Soviet, United Kingdom, United States, and Yugoslav Governments and also of the French National Committee has been drawn to numerous reports from Europe that the German authorities, not content with denying to persons of Jewish race in all the territories over which their barbarous rule has been extended, the most elementary human rights, are now carrying into effect Hitler's oft-repeated intention to exterminate the Jewish people in Europe." 


	Your notes: 
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WISE GETS CONFIRMATIONS

Checks With State Departmgnt on
| Nazis' ‘Extermination Campaign’

WASHINGTON, Nov. 24 (B—
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, chairman of
‘the World Jewish Congress, said
|tonight that _he had learned
| through sources confirmed by the
| State Department thdt about half
I'the estimated 4,000,000 Jews in
Nazi-occupied Europe had been
slain in an “extermination cam-

Dr, Wise. who also is president

|of the American Jewish Congress
| and chajrman of a committee com-
posed of representatives of leading
Jewish organizations in America,

said that the Germans were “even |

exhuming the dead for the value
! of the corpses.” Dr. Wise spoke at
a press conference soon after he
had conferred with State Depart-
ment officials.

He stressed the fact that most
of his information came from vari-
ous sources other than the State
Department. He said that his com-
mittee had deliberately awaited |
confirmation before making public
any report on its investigations

since it was organized on Labor
Day. N

“The State Department finally
made available today the docu-
ments which have confirmed the
stories and rumors of Jewish ex-
termination in all Hitler-ruled
Europe,” Dr. Wise said.

Dr. Wise, accompanied by his son,
James Waterman Wise, planned to
leave Washington tonight for New
York, where he will meet with the
Jewish Committee tomorrow after-
noon, after which a report of the

European conditions will be issued.
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The Politics of Rescue,
Part 3: During the Killing Years,
1941-1945
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“Riegner” Telegram Excerpt, Howard Elting, Jr.,
American Vice Consul, American Consulate, Geneva,
Switzerland, MEMORANDUM, 10 August 1942

“[Riegner, relying upon a reliable source indicated] that
there has been and is being considered in Hitler's
headquarters a plan to exterminate all Jews from Germany
and German controlled areas in Europe after they have
been concentrated in the east (presumably Poland). The
number involved is said to be between three-and-a-half and
four millions and the object is to permanently settle the
Jewish question in Europe. The mass execution if decided
upon would allegedly take place this fall. ...

"Riegner stated that according to his informant the use of
prussic acid was mentioned as a means of accomplishing
the executions. ..."
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Excerpt, American Ambassador Leland Harrison to US
Secretary of State Cordell Hull, 11 August 1942
regarding the content of Gerhard Riegner's Cable to
Rabbi Stephen Wise

"The report has earmarks of war rumor inspired by fear

and what is commonly understood to be the actually
miserable condition of these refugees who face decimation
as result physical maltreatment persecution and scarcely
endurable privation malnutrition and disease [sic]."





