
Big Idea: How does a country, nation, nation-state invent itself – not only to 
survive, but thrive? Practically every generation in Germany since the creation 
of the Wilhelmine Empire in 1871 has confronted this challenge. German 
actions in World Wars and the Holocaust raised fundamental questions about 
whether that nation could be “re-civilized” (Konrad Jarausch). The legacy of 
two world wars and the Holocaust, which raises questions about collective and 
generational guilt, continues to shape Germany’s domestic policies and 
international relations. Deepening our understanding of this legacy is what 
shaped my selection of readings and discussion topics. Lectures (and video 
lectures provide foundational knowledge that contextualizes the readings. 
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