Washington Post survey (12 April 2018)

1350 American adults

41% “could not come up with a correct identifying [As itz] as
a concentration or extermination camp” (66% were millennials, ages 18-34)
55% could not name a concentration camp or ghetto

31% of all respondents/41% millennials believed fewer than 2 million died

93% Holocaust should be taught (results might be skewed since the survey

was about the Holocaust)
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Remember to take notes
as though you were in a
face-to-face classroom!

N

V S Stutthat
Nortk Sea Baltic Sea tuttho

Nauengamma
fmvensbrur}cl\

Sachsenhausen
—J Granienburg

Bargen-Bolsen
i

ey Chalmna
Wawalsburg
—— Gross-Roafin ;
|
Dora-- Majdanes .
e GENERALEQUVERRENENT
Flgssentubrg
i PROTEGTORATE OF
_ Nataweiler- A
| Struthot e

Buchenwald
L Auschwitz

UMD Dachau (O GREATER GERMANY
MAJOR NAZI CAMPS 1944
0 150

'~ Mauthadan

— Gunski s

https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/campmap1.html




e.g. Dachau

“Camps”

Concentration

e.g. Auschwitz

Extermination

9/5/2023

ions ager

Tongeniralions
ubrr Glandar(e: zgnn.

Concentration Camps  oranienous

(Konzentrationslager, KL)

Buchenwald 1

Flossenburg
e

A=
Dachau 1 [ ] Mcu!h\m‘Tl_f_/

http: Il rg/ks3/the-camps/what-are-camp: the-first: ps-set-up/#\ 54VGU|

Labor
(Arbeitslager)

Ccharfind

ss-Roslin

U fdanae
(GENERALGOUVERRENE TS

Mitaitay
]
FROTEGTORATE CF 4
BOHEMIA AND.
MORAVIA

Bachan
LAusehwite

I Struthy




Vornietgingskam sabibor

Concentration / Extermination Camps
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Power Structure
B - %~ SS Officers and
Rank & File

Ukrainian and
Lithuanian Auxillary
Guards |

[
|
f

Kapos and
Blockelders

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz:

“the privileged oppress the
unprivileged: the social structure of
the camp is based on this human
law.” (44)
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INSIGNIA WORN BY PRISONERS IN NAZI
. 2

ONCENTRATION CAMPS.

Prisoner Groups

* German criminals
* Poles

« Jews (Polish initially + all
nationalities)

« Sinti and Roma (a.k.a.
Gypsies)

* Soviet POWs

* Jehovah’s Witnesses

* Homosexuals
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Uniforms
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Children

¢ 232,000 out of 1.3 million
« Jewish (of all nationalities)
* “Gypsy”
* Polish
* Soviet

Gisella Perl’s | was a

Doctor in Auschwitz

Written in 1946; published in 1948

Adapted into a movie, Out of the Ashes in 2002
on Showtime

Directed by Joseph Sargent

Barracks
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Meals

* Morning: “coffee” or “tea”
* Noon: soup (mostly with vegetables)

* Supper: black bread with 25 grams of sausage,
margarine, or marmalade or cheese

Work

* 4:30/5:30 am
* Roll call

* March to work
* 11 hours

Hospitals

kR
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Gas Chambers at Auschwitz

Block 11 experiments “Little Red House” & “Little White House”

Selections




“Kingdom” of Auschwitz

Blockelder to Elie Wiesel, Night:
“Listen to me, boy. Don’t forget that
you’re in a concentration camp.
Here, every man has to fight for
himself and not think of anyone
else. Even of his father. Here, there
are no fathers, no brothers, no
friends. Everyone lives and dies for
himself alone.” (105)
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“Kingdom” of Auschwitz

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz:

Upon having reached out of the
barrack’s window for an icicle to quench
his thirst, the German ripped it from
Levi’s hand. He asked “Why?” and the
guard responded: “There is no why
here” and pushed his hand back inside.
(29)

“...in the face of driving necessity and
physical disabilities many social habits
and instincts are reduced to silence.”

(87)
Number of Victims
Average
H Ethnicity/categol number
life span ycatesony
Jews 1.1 million
Poles 140-150 thousand
Gypsies 23 thousand
Soviet POWs 15 thousand
Others 25 thousand
Total Approx. 1.3 million
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Gisella Perl’s | was a
Doctor in Auschwitz

Written in 1946; published in 1948

Adapted into a movie, Out of the Ashes
in 2002 on Showtime

Directed by Joseph Sargent

Hungarian Jews
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Elie Wiesel
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“Every dramatization of the Holocaust has to decide for itself at what point
the depiction of unimaginable suffering becomes too much to bear, and the
horror threatens to induce a defensive numbness and revulsion instead of
empathy.

""Out of the Ashes, a Showtime original movie that tells the true story of
Gisella Perl, a Jewish gynecologist who was forced to assist Josef Mengele in
his hideous medical experiments at Auschwitz, is more horrific than most.
But the film, directed by Joseph Sargent from a screenplay by Anne
Meredith, has the good sense to avert its gaze from the most gruesome
images of cruelty and death. In other words, it is approachable and never
feels exploitative.”

~Stephen Holden, “Television Review; a Doctor (and inmate) at Auschwitz,” New York
Times, 12 April 2003.
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' “Survival without renunciation of any
.., partof one’s own moral world ... was

' conceded only to very few superior

~ individuals, made of the stuff of martyrs
and saints.” (Primo Levi, Survival in
Auschwitz, 92)

Sonderkommandos o—

Shlomo Venezia, about his initiation to the Sonderkommando:
It’s difficult to imagine now, but we didn’t think of anything —
we couldn’t exchange a single word. Not because it was
forbidden, but because we were terror-struck. We had turned
into robots, obeying orders while trying not to think, so we
could survive for a few hours longer.” (59)

In speaking about witnessing a cold-blooded shooting of a
Sonderkommando, Venezia, “[The SS] ordered us to undress
him ... I had not choice if | was to avoid the same fate as this
poor man. We didn’t know what to think; we were outside the
world, already in hell. But on seeing the body burning I thought
the dead were perhaps luckier than the living; they were no
longer forced to endure this hell on earth, to see the cruelty of
man.” (61-62)

~ Inside the Gas Chamgers: Eights Months in the
Sonderkommando of Auschwitz (2009).
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Resistance

* Escapes

* Sonderkommando Uprising or Mutiny (7 October
1944)
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Evacuation &
Liberation
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More details about the
other Extermination Camps
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Used gas trucks that were loaded and

C h e | m n O operated in stationary position on site,

then the dead were driven to a burial site.

Operated from 8 Dec 1941 through March
1943; June-July 1944

Most victims were Polish Jews caught up
in “Operation Reinhard”; Roma were also
killed there.

Belzec

November 1941
Construction of Killing
Center

Began operation 17 March
1942; Ceased operation in
June 1943

Mostly Polish Jews;
“Operation Reinhard”

Carbon Monoxide
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Sobibor

Vernietigingskamp Sobibor
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Constructed Spring 1942

Part of “Operation
Reinhard”; Primarily Polish
Jews were victims

Fully killing in May
1942; closed in
November 1943

Used carbon monoxide

ety
0 Ly s n
st

Treblinka

Operating as a forced labor
camp by November 1941

Killing center (Treblinka I1)
constructed and operating
by July 1942; killing center
dismantled in November
1943

Polish Jews, large numbers
from Warsaw, were the main
victims as part of “Operation
Reinhard”

Used carbon
monoxide

Majdanek

Opened and operated as a forced labor
camp for Jews between December
1941-January 1942

2 or 3 gas chambers built and operated
between October 1942-September
1943; evacuated January-May1944

Jewish and some non-Jewish Poles
killed; 3 November 1943, 18,000 were
shot to death as part of “Harvest
Festival” (Erntefest) ordered by
Himmler out of fear of armed Jewish
resistance after Sobibor Uprising;
overall 42,000 Jews in this event

Zyklon B and carbon dioxide may have
been used to kill victims
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Additional Killing Locations

- Brinl veit

sovier
VRIOR

Fromt Lin
January 1924

Mauthausen
Sachsenhausen
Ravensbriick
Dachau

Small gas chambers
to kill prisoners
who were
described as “too
weak or sick” to
work
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