54.105 Energy: Sources and Environmental Effects


54.105 Energy: Sources and Environmental Effects (3)
--Spring 2009 Course Syllabus
Instructor: Dr. Ju Xin

Office: Hartline Science Center (HSC) G12
Phone: ~5309

e-mail: jxin@bloomu.edu
Course webpage:  All course materials will be made available on Blackboard after the class session
Meet Times:
Sect1:
T/Th   12:30-01:45,
Sect 02:         M/W   03:00-04:15
Office Hours: M/W: 
 02:00-03:30;
T/Th: 2:00-03:00;        W: 11:00-12:00
Course Description: 54.105-Energy: Sources and Environmental Effects - Explains energy in elementary scientific terms and examines present national and international energy situations in regard to sources, utilization and environmental effects; Surveys fossil fuels and nuclear, solar, geothermal and other energies with respect to availability and promise for the future. This course fulfills General Education Group-C as well as Special Course Requirements-Value, Ethics & Responsible Decision Making (3 credit hours lecture only).
Recommended Reading:  Energy and the Environment, 2nd Edition,   Ristinen and Kraushaar
Grading Policy: 

	Three midterms given at approximately 
the end of each three weeks
	50 pts & 20 % each, total 60%

	Attendance 
	10 %

	Extra Credit points, the “Energy Points”
	10 pts, max 2 %

	Final (comprehensive over the entire course)
	30 %

	
	


Grades:  A: 93-100, A-: 90-92, B+: 86-89, B: 83-85, B-: 80-82, C+: 76-79, C: 73-75, C-: 70-72, D+: 66-69, D: 63-65, D-: 60-62, E: 0-59.

Note: Make-up exams are not given except when a University acceptable excuse (i.e. illness warranting a physician’s care, death in the immediate family, and sanctioned varsity athlete’s events) is supplied with documentation prior to the exam. Make-up exams will be a mixed format which includes essays and possibly an oral component. Final grade is FINAL, no work may be handed in for additional credit after the final exam. 
Attendance: Attendance is expected at all classes. Excused absence will be handled according to the student Handbook (See Pilot for definition of an excused absence or refer to University policy PRP 3506). The instructor assumes no responsibility for information, materials, or tests missed due to unexcused absences.

Code of Conduct: Any behavior which is disruptive to the classroom, including talking, cell phone use (turn it off), pagers (turn to vibrate), sleeping or cursing will not be tolerated and will result in being asked to leave the classroom.  Police services will be called if warranted. 

Academic Integrity: University policy PRP 3512 on Academic Integrity will be strictly followed in this course.  Any violations of this policy will be reported to the academic committee. 
Accommodations:  Students in need of special accommodations should see me in the first week with their paperwork from Accommodative Services.
Final Comments: As has been demonstrated last year with increasing oil price, the information in this course is timely and relevant to all our lives. My intent is to have a lively exchange of thoughts and ideas; as well as learning some of the basics of the production and use of energy in our world.  I encourage everyone to actively participate in the class and to learn as much as possible about this important subject.
