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[Effects of Media Violence

Seminal Research
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3-11.
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o Bushman, B. J. & Anderson, C. A. (2001). Media
violence and the American public: Scientific facts
versus media misinformation. American
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Bandura, Ross & Ross

1961 - boy was seriously injured San Francisco
switchblade knife fight seen on a TV broadcast of
Rebel Without a Cause
Aggressive models: reality-fictional stimulus
continuum

real-life models at one end

cartoon characters at the other end

films portraying human models intermediate

§
Experimental conditions

Aggressive model

Film of aggressive model

Cartoon film aggression

Control

Procedure

Frustration induction

&
r Bandura, Ross, & Ross results
Data from Bandura, A., Ross, D., & Ross, S. A. (1963).
Total Aggression  imitation of film-mediated aggressive models. Journal of
Abnormal and Social Psychology, 66(1), 3-11.
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_ Bandura, Ross, & Ross results

Data from Bandura, A., Ross, D., & Ross, S. A. (1963).
Imitative Ag g ression Imitation of film-mediated aggressive models. Journal of
Abnormal and Social Psychology, 66(1), 3-11.
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Bushman & Anderson Study

What is current data on relationship
between media violence and aggression?
What do media moguls say about this?

Media reflecting violent society

Murder rate on TV vs. Reality

Actually helpful, cathartic

|'Effect of violent media on aggression

Comparison of the Effect of Violent Media on
Aggression With Effects From Other Domains
Smoking and Jung cancer -~

Media violence and aggression ,
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Parallels with Smoking — Lung Cancer
relationship

Not all smokers get lung cancer - everyone
who gets lung cancer is not a smoker

Smoking not only factor that causes lung
cancer

First cigarette can nauseate

Short term effects fairly innocuous and
dissipate rapidly

Cumulative effects are severe

Denial of scientific evidence

News reports of effect over time
Figure 3
News Reports of the Effect of Media Violence on
Aggression
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Scientific evidence accumulated

Figure 4
Cumulative Meta-Analysis of Scienlific Studies on
Media-Reloted Aggression

224

204

RLE

Correlation
r 3
—_—

—
p—
—_—
r—

- - - - ———
1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000

Year

MNote A positve comeloton ndicotes that medio wolence was posiely 12
reloted 1o oggression. Copped verical bars dencte 99 9% confidence intervaly




