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Lifespan Development

Early Childhood: Physical 
and Cognitive Development

Chapter 7

Agenda

– Developmental milestones
• Language
• Physical/Motoric

– Brain development
– Piaget’s preoperational stage
– Early childhood education
– Language - tidbits

Language milestones

– Prelinguistic
– Holophrastic
– Telegraphic

• 2-5 year old “Language Explosion”
– Age 2 (100-2000)-Brown’s stages 2/3
– Age 3 (1000-5000)-Brown’s stages 4/5
– Age 4 (3000-10000)
– Age 5 (5000-20000)
– Age 6 (over 10000)
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Gross motor skill 
development

37-48 months 61-70 months

Fine motor skill development

Brain Development

• Rapid development of the brain
– Decelerates during early childhood
– Filling in of existing structure, growth

• Lateralization

Broca's
area Primary

auditory
area Wernicke's

area

Motor cortex
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Piaget’s preoperational 
stage
• Features of preoperational 

thought
• Representation
• Deferred imitation
• Symbolic play
• Drawing
• Mental images
• Language

Preoperational thought

Limitations of 
preoperational thought

• Egocentrism
• Limitations of classification
• Lack of conservation

–Centration
–Irreversibility
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Types of conservation

Early childhood education

• Piaget’s interactive theory
• Project Head Start

– Goal
– The IQ controversy
– Follow-up studies of Head Start 

children
– The need for early intervention 

programs
– Features of good preschools

Parental modeling of 
language by SES


