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Multiculturalism

Multiculturalism is defined as “of, relating to,
reflecting, or adapted to diverse cultures”
(Merriam-WVebster, 2010).

Whereas ethnically diverse students without a
hearing loss may speak another language,
ethnically diverse students who are Deaf may use
home gestures, body language, or use a signed
language from their country.
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Purpose

¢ The purpose of this poster:

° Examine whether the growth rate of students from
different ethnic groups who are Deaf parallels the
growth rate of students who are from different ethnic
groups and have no hearing loss.

° Examine whether there is an awareness among
educators of students who are ethnically diverse and
Deaf.

> Examine whether evidence-based practices used in
ESL or deaf education could be combined to help
educate students who are Deaf from differing ethnic
backgrounds

3 Focus Questions

¢ |.What defines multiculturalism and how does
that apply to our students who are Deaf?

¢ 2.What are the similarities and differences
between English as a Second or Other Language
(ESOL) and Deaf Education?

¢ 3.What pedagogical strategies concerning
education can best help these students coming
into our schools?

Hispanic American and Deaf

¢ The rate of students who are Deaf and Hispanic
American has risen from 16.3% of the population who
were Deaf in 2000 to 30.1% in 2008 (GRI, 2000, GRI, 2008)

“Hispanic Deaf children show significantly lower
academic achievement than their African American and
non-Hispanic Deaf peers.” (Allen, 1986; Jensema, 1975)

A majority of students who are Hispanic American and
Deaf attend day programs, not residential schools for
the Deaf



Asian American/Pacific Islander and
DHH

» The rate of students who are deaf and Asian
American/Pacific Islander has risen from “212,900 in
1960” and is projected to total “about 4.4 million” in
2020. (Cheng, 2000)

Asian Americans/Pacific Islanders descend from South
Asia, Southeast Asia, East Asia, the Pacific Islands, and
Australia and New Zealand

This culture is heavily influenced by religion;in the
religion of Animism, it is forbidden to touch an
individual’s head because that is where the spirit resides.
(Cheng, 2000)

American Indian/Alaska Native and
Deaf

The rate of students who are Deaf and American Indian/Alaska
Native has dropped from .9% of the population who was deaf in
2000 to .7% in 2008. (GRI, 2000, GRI, 2008)

Impacting factors that educators must deal with among the Native
American population who are Deaf include, “substance abuse and

chemical dependency, domestic violence and sexual abuse, mental

health issues such as identity, suicide, and criminal legal problems.”
(Busby et al., 2004)

Learning styles of American Indians are unique in that they learn by
observing their surroundings before participating and prefer to
work individually with an educator than in groups with other
children. (Busby et al., 2004)

In Comparison...

ESL/Bilingual-Bicultural Deaf Education
Student s coming from & 1. Student usually comes from an
background which is ethnically American background and the
different and the home - arents typically speak
language is not English i [t il Eng\lsh/'zSpL e
Education/therapy is provided Segeil language
only until the student is lEmrLe 2. Educationftherapy is provided
deemed proficientin the CEIHLED sometimes from Early
English language or in some. needs intervention until graduation if
cases after 3 years 2. Share placed in a residential school
Education/therapy is focused similar literacy 3. Educationalitherapy focus is on
on the student's language challenges the student's hearing needs
needs 3. Sharesimilar;  yoges of communication vary
Modes of communication used educational greatly and are often suited to

placement

include English and the
student’s home language,
rarely.

i the parents’ wishes.
opportunities.
(Holcomb & Kreet,
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African American/Black and Deaf

» Although most may not speak another language, students who are
African American/Black and Deaf continue to receive low reading
and writing scores and have one of the lowest graduating rates.
(Allen, 1986, Schildroth and Hotto, 1995)

This population is unique in that they have their own culture,
community,and dialect of ASL which is distinct from ASL used by
people who are “White and Deaf.” (Hairston & Smith, 1983 in Stewart,
1994)

Students who are African American/Black and Deaf are not only
prejudiced against by individuals who are Caucasian and Deaf but
also individuals who are African American/Black and hearing.
(Anderson & Bower, 1972)

ESL and Bilingual/Bicultural Education

« Transitional/Early Exit Bilingual Education
Start in native language and transition to English
Provided for one to four years
Student does not retain their native language
Maintenance/Late-Exit/Developmental Bilingual Education Program
Student retains their native language
Provided for four to six years
Instruction may be 90% in native language and 10% in English or 50% for both
Two-Way/Dual-1 Bilingual Ed
Includes both students with Limited English proficiency and native English speakers
Provided for at least four to six years
Goal is to become bilingual
Content-Based ESL/Sheltered English
Instruction in English alone
Use a Total Physical Response (TPR)
Students do not keep their native language
Pullout ESL
Only focuses on ping the student’s English-: skills”

Student leaves the classroom and receives instruction from a teacher certified in ESL
How long instruction is given can vary

Evidence-based Practices
« SIOP Model

Based off of RTI
Is created to work specifically with students who do not have English
as their first language

+ Language Experience Approach
Builds upon background knowledge of the students’ language

Most frequently recommended for “beginning second-language
readers” (Tinajero & Calderon, 1988)

+ Interactive Model of Reading

Combination of Top-Down Model of Reading and Bottom-Up Model
of Reading

¢ Thinking Maps

Contains 8 maps

Allows student to visually organize information
« Dialogue Journals

Not graded

Can have a focus topic

Allows student to build language



What Does This All Lead to...?

¢ A need for Trilingual Education

Genesee and Lambert (1983) found that
students in a trilingual program were able to
retain proficiency in the second and third
language while experiencing no “long-term
setbacks” in their first language.

e Can improve confidence of students
within such a program (zhao, 2010)

Recommendations

* More research is needed in evidence-based
practices for students who are Deaf different
ethnic group in reference to reading and writing

e More research is needed on trilingual education
and its potential impact in deaf education

* More current research is needed for each
ethnic group

References

Gemner d Garci,B.(1595). Communication and language use in spanish speaing familes with deaf chidren n C. Lucas (Ed).
ociolinguistics in deaf communities (pp. 221-252). Washington, DC: Gallaudet University

Gerner de Garcia, BA. (1995b). ESL application for hispanic deaf students. Bilingual Research Journal, \9(3 4) 452-467

Helconp TR & Krelt. . (1992),ESL. ceracy for a lnguistic minoriy The def experionce. National Cleainghouse on Lieracy
cation, Washingtor

McAnally, PL. Rose, 5., & Qulg\ey, SR u999) Reading practices with deaf learners. Austin, TX: Pro-Ed, Inc. pp.90-110.
Moores, Oden, C.W, Jr.(1977). Educational needs of black deaf children. American Annals of the Deaf, 122(3), 313-318.
NA. (2010, NAj Definition of Multiculturalism. Retrieved from Yahoo, November 1,2010.

Peregoy,S. Fa Boyle O.F (1993). Reading, writing, & learning in ESL:A resource book for K-8 teachers. New York, NY: Longman

Publishing Group.

Qualls-Mv:chell. R {2002). Reading entancement for deaf and hard-of-hearing children through multicutural empowerment. The

eading teacher, 56(1),

Rhoades, EA. Price, F & Perigoe, C.B. (2004). The changing american family and ethnically diverse children with hearing loss and
multiple needs. The Volta Review, 104(4), 285-305.

Rhodes, R.L, Ochoa, S.H, & Ortiz, 5.0, (2005). Assessing culturally and linguistically diverse students:A practical guide. New York,

NY:The Guiford Press

a5 Lefrer M. Gerner de Garci, . & Rovins, M. (1997). Cresting a mulicucuralschool cimate for deaf chidren and ther
families. A sharing ideas series paper by the Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center, Gallaudet University,
Washington, D.C Retrioved from hitplcedam galhudet scpdSi-Creating paf

S:hvldroth A.N., & Hotto, S. (1995). Race and ethnic background in the annual survey of deaf and hard of hearing children and
uth. American Annals of the Deaf, 140, 96-99.

Szember]g. A,

Delgado, G, & Ruperto.V 2003). Decislons hispaic familes make afer th identifcaion of deafness

dies and Deaf Education, 8(3), 291-314.

Steinberg, A, Bain, L, Li.Y. Montoya, L., & Ruperto,V. (2002). A look at the decisions hispanic famiies make after the diagnosis of
jeafness. A Sharing Results series paper by the Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center, Gallaudet University.

3/28/2013

Conclusions

Teachers are not cognizant of the students’ cultures and values

Students from differing ethnic groups are growing at a fast rate and will
soon comprise close to or more than 50% of classrooms

ESL and Bilingual programs are most widely used when students do not
have English as their first language but they do not address students who
are Deaf

The SIOP model, Language Experience Approach, Interactive Approach
to Reading, Thinking Maps, and Dialogue Journals seem to target areas of
need for students who are Deaf and from differing ethnic backgrounds

« Trilingual Education seems to be an effective, albeit scarcely
implemented, pedagogical practice for students who are ethnically
diverse and Deaf.
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