Research Project Ideas
· Ground-truthing Breeding Bird Atlas’ GIS data

· Habitat selection or utilization characteristics (Phoebes and Swallows along streams, etc) 
· Foraging in bark-probing birds (woodpeckers, creepers, nuthatches etc.)

· Sex-specific differences in foraging (woodpeckers are good for this)

· Foraging in riparian birds – site selections habitat characteristics etc.  What aspects of the stream are useful predictors of feeding habitat for bird species? 
· Habitat use or hunting behavior by American kestrels 

· Who feeds birds / what birds do they feed usually / what are they feeding them? 
· Seed or suet preferences of birds at feeders 

· Environmental conditions and giving-up times of various species of birds (kestrels, bluebirds, kingfishers, flycatchers)

· Environmental conditions and other foraging behavior of various species of birds 
· Perch site selections for sit-and-wait foraging species (kestrels, bluebirds, etc.)
· Foraging velocities of sit-and-wait versus active foragers

Population / Community Ecology
· Effect of woodlot (habitat) size on bird species diversity 

· Territorial behavior of Red-winged Blackbirds 

· Mobbing behavior of various species (use decoys or playbacks)
· Environmental conditions (e.g., temperature) and display (e.g. singing) in different species
· Nesting behavior (site selection, nest building behavior, etc)

See also Journal of Field Ornithology or other journals for ideas.  
Please ask me if you’re having problems.

